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OREGON;  and  SALEM, 

The  Capital  of  the  State. 


While  Oregon  as  a whole  possesses  qualities  and 
attractions  superior  to  any  other  State  in  many  par- 
ticulars, the  citizen  of  Western  Oregon  can  justly  claim 
that  his  'portion  of  the  grand  commonwealth  surpasses 
the  wide  region  lying  east  of  the  Cascade  range,  and 
that  the  Willamette  valley  stands  supreme  as  the  very 
Eden  of  the  whole  Pacific  States,  without  a peer  in  every 
requisite  of  soil,  climate  and  productions,  and  with 
scenery  of  the  most  graphic  character. 

The  Willamette  head  waters  rise  in  the  mountain 
ranges  that  surround  the  southern  counties  of  the  State, 
and  flows  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north,  bounded 
towards  the  west  with  the  not  very  rugged  Coast  range 
that  borders  the  Pacific  ocean  t he  whole  course  of  Oregon 
and  California,  reaching  from  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  the 
most  northern  waters  of  our  country,  to  the  Gulf  of 
California,  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  miles  to  the 
far  south.  This  range  is  pierced  by  the  Columbia,  the 
Klamath  and  the  Sacramento,  and  in  all  that  distance 
forms  a majestic  crest  that  defines  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific.  There  are  beautiful  valleys  cradled  between 
these  Coast  mountains  and  the  more  towering  and 
majestic  ranges  that  parallel  them,  less  than  a hundred 
miles  inland,  known  as  the  Cascade  mountains  in  Oregon 
and  Washington,  and  called  the  Sierra  Nevada’s  through 
the  length  of  California  and  the  Cordilleras  through 
Mexico. 
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THE  VALLEYS  OF  THE  WEST. 

Through  Washington,  we  find  the  waters  of  Puget 
Sound,  that  are  gradually  rising  from  the  seas,  and  in 
untold  ages  may  become  a beautiful  valley.  South  of 
this  great  and  wondrous  inland  sea,  for  a hundred  miles,, 
this  intervale  becomes  a wooded  region,  with  rich  valleys 
and  rolling  uplands,  crowned  with  grand  forests.  The 
Columbia  flows  grandly  past  such  a region  into  the 
Pacific,  and  the  varying  landscapes  of  the  beautiful 
Willamette,  valley  are  not  seen  until  we  are  about  forty- 
miles  south  of  the  Columbia.  The  Calapooia  cross-range 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  south,  is  the  water-shed 
between  the  Willamette  and  the  Umpqua.  The  Umpqua 
valley,  less  than  seventy-five  miles  square,  is  a romantic 
region  of  narrow  valleys  and  oak-crowned  hills,  fertile 
in  all  respects.  In  the  extreme  southeast  of  Oregon  is 
the  Rogue  River  valley,  whose  hills  and  vales  partake 
of  the  semi-tropical  character  of  California,  and  blend 
with  unequaled  charms  into  the  features  derived  from 
its  partnership  in  Western  Oregon.  Here  is  a region  of 
unsurpassed  excellence  for  the  growing  of  northern  fruits 
and  only  at  fault  for  being  a limited  area. 

The  Siskiyou  range  ties  together  the  Coast  and  Cascade- 
mountains  at  the  very  line  of'  Oregon  and  California,  and 
the  Klamath  river  pierces  both  the  great  ranges,  a line 
of  demarcation  between  the  rugged  Cascade  ranges  on 
the  north  and  the  Sierra’s  on  the  south.  Through 
California  are  found  the  valleys  of  the  Sacramento  and 
San  Joaquin,  that  are  tributary  to  San  Francisco,  and 
south  there  are  wonderfully  fertile  reaches  of  valley  land 
that  furnish  the  semi-tropical  products  of  which  the 
Golden  State  feels  more  pride  than  was  ever  felt  in  its 
exhausted  El  Dorados. 

THE  PEERLESS  WILLAMETTE. 

Through  all  these  valley -reaches,  extending  south 
from  British  Columbia  for  two  thousand  miles,  repose 
these  valleys  of  untold  wealth  and  productiveness,  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  no  other  area  bordering  the 
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Pacific, on  all  this  line,  is  to  be  found  a spot  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  long  and  fifty  miles  wide,  that  equals  the 
beautiful  Willamette  region  with  its  varying  landscape, 
its  fertile  vales  and  as  fertile  hill  ranges  ; its  charming 
and  wondrous  scenery,  its  rivers  and  forests  ; its  uplands 
and  prairies  : its  embracing  mountain  ranges,  and  their 
snowy  summits,  too  majestic  for  pen  or  picture  to 
describe. 

Such  is  the  Willamette  valiey;  and  central  to  all  its 
extent  of  beauty  and  wealth  of  production  is  its  Capital 
City,  Salem,  picturesquely  located  on  the  banks  of  the 
broad  \\  illamette  river,  whose  roofs*  and  spires  are 
growing  yearly  more  and  more  attractive,  whose  business 
streets  are  extending  in  trade  and  commerce  that  indi- 
cates a permanent  prosperity,  and  speak  not  only  of  a 
busy  and  prosperous  home  population,  but  also  indicate 
that  it  is  surrounded  by  one  of  the  most  fertile,  productive 
and  prosperous  agricultural  regions  of  our  State. 

THE  WILLAMETTE  VALLEY. 

Western  Oregon  possesses  qualities  that  are  not  found 
east  of  the  single  degree  of  longitude  that  divides  it 
from  the  Inland  Empire  known  as  “ Eastern  Oregon.” 
Benifieent  nature  has  granted  to  this  region,  shrined  in 
among  the  grandest  ranges  to  be  found  on  this  broad 
continent,  a climate  tempered  by  ocean  winds  that  modify 
the  heats  of  summer.  It  has  southerly  winds,, that  bring 
winter  rains,  and  winds  from  the  north  and'  northwest 
cool  the  sultry  nights.  Occasionally  a touch  of  summer 
is  felt,  or  the  freezing  hand  of  winter  grasps  us,  but 
these  extremes  seldom  come,  and  the  modifying  influences 
ot  the  currents  from  the  shores  of  Asia  render  us  in  a 
measure  free  from  vicissitudes  of  climate  that  so  regularly 
paralyze  the  industries  of  all  other  Northern  lands. 

It  is  a fact,  capable  of  easy  demonstration,  that  the 
W illamette  valley  has  a climate  that  knows  of  fewer 
extremes  than  any  other  spot  of  earth  in  the  same 
latitude.  For  healthfulness  and  productiveness,  this 
region  is  unsurpassed  anywhere,  and  for  every  quality 
io  charm  the  soul  and  court  the  eye,  to  insure  health  and 
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long  life,  to  make  financial  success  a certain  reward  for 
labor  and  enterprise,  it  can  be  said  that  our  valley  has 
no  equal  on  this  continent. 

SALEM  AND  MARION  COUNTY. 

Salem,  the  Capital  City  of  Oregon,  is  also  the  county 
seat  of  Marion  county,  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  of 
all  the  agricultural  counties  of  our  State.  Situated  mid- 
way of  the  Willamette  valley,  this  county  reaches  from 
the  Willamette  river  on  the  west  to  the  summit  of  the 
Cascade  range  on  Jlie  east.  It  includes  in  its  wide  area 
all  varieties  of  soil  and  location.  Prairies  of  wonderful 
fertility  border  the  river,  and  hill  ranges  vary  the  land- 
scape with  charming  variety.  Mountain  streams  water 
the  plains,  and  belts  of  forests  and  groves  of  grand  old 
oaks  supply  fuel  and  material  for  building  homes.  The 
foothill  region  is  becoming  settled  and  will  soon  produce 
crops  of  fruit,  for  which  they  are  especially  adapted. 

In  all  the  history  of  this  region  since  civilization  began 
to  work  here,  there  is  no  record  of  any  failure  of  crops,, 
and  the  golden  harvests  mature  here  and  rains  come  with 
a certainty  not  known  in  any  other  section  of  the  Union. 

The  area  of  Marion  county  consists  of  the  variety- 
named,  but  a word  of  description  will  not  be  amiss.  Its 
northern  boundary  is  Pudding  river,  and  from  there 
south  for  twenty  miles  the  French  Prairie  extends, 
reaching  from  the  river  to  the  foot  hills.  Near  Salem  on 
the  north  is  Salem  Prairie,  and  east  of  it  lies  Plowell 
Prairie,  as  fertile  a spot  as  the  wide  earth  can  show. 
Along  the  base  of  the  mountains  is  a wooded  stretch  of 
rich  soil.  East  of  Salem  and  reaching  to  the  mountains 
are  the  beautiful  Waldo  Hills,  a wide  reach  of  rolling 
uplands  not  surpassed  for  every  excellent  quality. 
Santiam  valley  and  prairie  form  the  southern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  the  Red  Hills  reach  from  the  Capital 
City  south  for  ten  miles,  a region  of  fine  farms  and 
orchards,  crowned  with  groves  of  grand  old  oaks  and 
belts  of  fir.  PTus  Marion  county  possesses  the  richest 
of  bottom  lands,  wide  and  fertile  prairies,  beautiful  hill 


Salem  is  Growing  Rapidly. 


7 


ranges  and  mountain  slopes  that  are  being  rapidly  con- 
verted into  homes. 

OVER  THE  RIVER  IN  POLK. 

Across  the  Willamette,  reaching  from  its  shores  to  the 
summit  of  the  Coast  Range,  is  Polk  county,  possessing 
similar  attributes,  and  mentioned  here  because  its  pro- 
ducers pay  tribute  to  the  enterprise  of  Salem  dealers. 
Polk  county  is  not  of  equal  area  with  Marion,  but  also 
pays  willing  tribute  to  Salem  enterprise.  Take  the  com- 
bined areas  of  these  two  wealthy  counties,  and  we  have  a 
territory  spreading  over  thirty  miles  from  north  to  south, 
and  from  the  mountain  summit  to  mountain  top  fully 
seventy-five  miles  apart.  All  this  varied  and  fertile 
region  pays  tribute  to  Salem,  and  year  by  year,  increasing 
rapidly  with  each  passing  season,  the  country  grows  in 
wealth  and  ^productiveness,  the  city  converts  its  suburbs 
into  homes,  and  its  business  streets  are  becoming  lined 
with  blocks  of  stores. 

Any  one  who  left  Salem  three  years  ago  will  view  with 
considerable  surprise  the  advance  the  city  has  made  in 
that  time.  Its  prosperity,  too,  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  beautiful  homes  and  elegant  business  structures  are 
yearly  added  to  our  already  beautifully  built  up  city. 
These  tell  no  uncertain  story. 

The  country  around  the  State  Capitol  is  such  as  must 
build  up  a city  of  first-class  pretensions  and  character. 
It  is  so  varied  in  feature  and  kinds  of  soil  that  it 
encourages  stock  breeding,  and  Western  Oregon  is  fast 
becoming  the  home  of  fine  stock.  For  all  farming  and 
gardening  purposes  this  region  has  no  superior.  It  is 
well  wooded  and  watered,  and  much  of  the  higher 
prairies  and  all  of  the  hill  ranges  offer  inducements  for 
the  planting  of  fruit  farms.  Within  two  years,  hundreds 
of  small  farms  have  been  sold,  and  the  purchasers  are 
planting  out  orchards  and  making  homes,  often  within 
sight  of  our  capitol  building.  No  doubt  a few  years 
more  will  show  hundreds  of  fruit  farms  and  fruit  growing 
will  become  a standard  occupation,  and  orchards  crown 
the  hills  as  well  as  cover  the  higher  prairies. 
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This  brief  resume  must  be  followed  by  a more  thorough 
examination  of  this  important  subject.  We  will  now 
proceed  to  picture  in  words  our  beautiful  city,  and  to 
show  wherein  its  future  must  depend. 

THE  CAPITAL  CITY. 

Salem  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Willamette. 
Steamboats  reach  its  wharves  ten  months  in  the  year, 
and  with  slight  improvement  of  two  small  sand  bars 
can  reach  the  city  any  day  in  the  year.  Saw  mills  and 
flouring  mills  border  the  river,  and  foundries  and  work- 
shops, factories  and  other  industries,  show  that  our  city 
is  built  upon  the  rock  and  its  fortunes  are  permanent 
and  reliable.  Its  business  streets  are  well  built  with  many 
handsome  blocks  of  brick. 

All  of  its  residence  streets  are  lined  with  very 
attractive  homes,  bowered  with  maples  %nd  other 
beautiful  shade  trees.  Gradually  the  city  has  thrown  off 
its  old  garb  and  is  putting  on  more  finished  and  complete 
evidences  of  its  great  prosperity.  When  in  the  cars,  the 
writer  heard  some  traveling  salesmen  from  the  East  and 
San  Francisco  converse  together  concerning  the  character 
of  the  different  districts  on  the  Pacific  and  the  various 
cities  in  our  State.  They  all  agreed  that  Oregon  trade 
was  first  in  responsibility  on  this  long  coast,  and  that 
Salem  stood  first  among  the  cities  of  Oregon.  If  our 
business  men  are  responsible,  it  is  because  the  surround- 
ing county  is  fertile  and  productive. 

GLIMPSES  OF  THE  CAPITAL  CITY. 

Salem  covers  two  miles  of  length  along  the  river,  and 
reaches  back  two  miles  on  a gently  rising  prairie.  Its 
location  is  especially  beautiful,  and  it  can  truthfully  be 
called  a city  of  schools,  churches  and  homes.  When  the 
school  census  was  taken  in  January,  1892,  the  enumer- 
ation was  15,000  in  the  school  district,  an  increase  of  one- 
half  in  a little  over  three  years.  The  increase  in  popula- 
tion is  a surprise  to  staid,  old  time  residents,  who  were 
accustomed  to,  and  satisfied  with  the  old  order  of  things. 
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The  State  Capitol  is  located  on  the  rising  prairie,  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  from  the  river.  It  is  a handsome 
edifice,  a credit  to  the  State,  and  the  total  - cost  of  less 
than  a million  dollars  is  said  to  be  a better  showing  than 
can  be  made  by  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 

The  County  Court  house  is  near  the  business  center, 
and  until  Portland  eclipses  its  style  with  her  newly 
projected  county  house,  ours  will  rank  as  by  far  the 
handsomest  court  house  in  the  State. 

To  the  east  of  the  State  House,  one  mile,  is  the  State 
Insane  Asylum,  a large  and  elegant  structure  that  makes 
a home  for  seven  hundred  patients  and  ♦employees.  It 
stands  on  a shelf  of  prairie  that  is  covered  with  oaks 
that  are  centuries  old,  and  dominates  the  city  with  a far- 
reaching  view. 

The  penitentiary  is  not  far  from  it  and  has  a gloomy 
aspect  not  comparable  with  the  light  and  cheerful  char- 
acter of  the  asylum  buildings.  The  two  offer  matters  of 
interest  for  the  study  of  visitors,  and  show  that  our  young 
State  is  keeping  time  to  the  progress  of  our  age. 

AS  A SEAT  OF  LEARNING. 

The  pride  of  Salem  centers  in  its  schools,  and  its  school 
houses  are  models' of  beautiful  architecture.  Salem  sup- 
ports a free  school  system  of  the  most  thorough  order, 
and  furnishes  a good  common  school  education  to  all  its 
sons  and  daughters,  of  which  its  citizens  are  justly  proud. 
Twenty-eight  teachers  are  employed. 

The  Willamette  University  is  the  oldest  institution  in 
the  State,  and  was  founded  by  the  Methodist  mission  in 
1843.  Now,  it  offers  a full  collegiate  course,  and  is  a 
successful  as  well  as  a greatly  needed  institution. 

The  Academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart  is  a Catholic  school, 
centrally  located  and  much  appreciated. 

With  its  public  and  private  schools  and  colleges,  Salem 
is  certain  to  grow  into  a seat  of  learning  of  no  mean 
character,  and  the  future  will  show’  the  effect  of  these 
advantages  in  bringing  here  a large  population  of  a well- 
to-do  character  that  will  locate  here  wdiile  their  children 
are  educated.  This  will  impress  upon  the  fair  city  all 
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the  advantages  as  well  as. features  of  a University  town 
and  lend  to  it  the  glamour  and  grace  that  learning  ever 
casts  over  its  favorite  haunts. 

As  the  seat  of  Government  for  the  State  of  Oregon, 
Salem  will  always  possess  character  consistent  with  its 
literary  and  educational  advantages.  The  dome  of  the 
Capitol  will  overshadow  our  homes,  and  all  the  favors 
that  a capital  city  enjoys  will  he  centered  here,  adding  a 
charm  to  society  as  well  as  bringing  a constant  throng  of 
business  visitors  to  enliven  our  streets. 

» A PRACTICAL  VIEW. 

As  the  center  of  a rich  and  productive  region  whose 
extent  has  already  been  noted,  Salem  is  certain  to  be  a 
business  point  of  importance.  A large  agricultural  region 
centers  its  trade  here,  and  has  already  built  up  in  our 
city  the  greatest  business  point  outside  of  Portland  in  our 
State.  This  must  go  on  and  increase,  and  gradually  the 
farms  surrounding  us  will  be  sub-divided,  and  a better 
agriculture  and  horticulture  be  adopted,  until  our  city 
shall  become  the  center  of  one  of  the  most  productive 
regions  of  the  world. 

It  is  not  long  since  the  first  railroad  whistle  was  "heard 
here,  and  we  feel  the  impulse  that  transportation  lends  to 
a new  country.  But  railroads  have  only  made  a 
beginning  here  as  yet.  New  lines  are  projected  that 
must  greatly  aid  our  prosperity  and  build  up  our  trade. 
Before  many  years  can  pass,  we  shall  have  connection 
with  Astoria  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  and  also' 
with  an  overland  line  to  cross  the  Cascades  and  give  us 
direct  communication  with  the  east,  more  direct  than 
we  now  have  by  way  of  Sacramento.  We  shall  have  all 
these  blessings  in  due  course  of  time. 

MANUFACTURING  ADVANTAGES. 

We  have  recited  some  of  the  advantages  our  city 
enjoys  and  will  in  the  future  possess,  and  which  will 
increase  its  prosperity  for  all  time,  but  there  remains  yet 
another  element  of  strength  that  must  make  Salem  a 
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place  of  note  and  power.  It  was  early  discovered  that 
Salem  could  convert  to  her  own  use  the  waters  of  the 
Santiam  river  and  become  a place  of  great  manufacturing 
importance.  The  Santiam  river  enters  the  Willamette 
ten  miles  south,  but  the  digging  of  a short  canal  from  its 
headwaters  near  Stayton  to  the  bed  of  Mill  creek  brings 
to  our  use  all  the  water  the  North  Santiam  can  furnish. 
A recent  computation  of  the  force  that  can  be  furnished 
from  that  river  shows  that  we  can  bring  5,000  horse 
power  to  be  applied  to  manufacturing  uses  in  this  city. 
This  water  can  be  divided  and  taken  through  upper  and 
lower  town,  there  being  three  mill  sites  on  each,  and 
two  more  within  two  miles  of  the  river.  Five  thousand 
horse  power  used  in  ordinary  manufactures  should 
require  a population  of  25,000,  including  the  operatives 
and  their  families. 

Thus  we  find  in  this  favored  city  all  the  advantages 
of  the  civilized  world  combined  in  one  location.  The 
forces  of  agriculture  apd  manufactures,  trade  and  com- 
merce, educational  institutions  and  a State  capital,  unite- 
to  build  up  our  city  and  make  its  prosperity  assured. 
With  the  rapid  advance  made  in  the  past  few  yeai’s  to 
judge  by,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  within  another 
decade,  or  as  soon  as  manufactures  can  be  reliably 
established,  Salem  will  have  50,000  population,  of  which 
. one-half  will  be  supported  by  the  growth  of  its  manu- 
facturing interests.  The  time  is  not  distant  when  the 
busy  hum  of  machinery  will  be  heard  here  on  every 
hand.  Already  we  have  a fine  woolen  mill,  and  other 
departments  of  manufacture  will  follow.  Salem  will 
shortly  grow  to  a great  city,  built  up  by  trade  and  man- 
ufactures, agriculture  and  educational  privileges,  and 
favored  by  natural  advantages  not  often  equalled 
anywhere. 

MARKET  FOR  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES. 

We  have  said  that  lands  around  Salem  are  generally 
Avell  adapted  to  fruit  growing  and  are  being  sold  off  in 
small  parcels  for  that  purpose.  It  is  natural  for  those 
Avho  invest  their  all  in  land  for  such  a purpose,  to  feel 
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certain  that  there  will  be  a market  near  at  hand  for  their 
products;  and  while  it  is  true  that  every  man  who  has  a 
prune  orchard  can  have  his  own  evaporator  and  cure  his 
own  fruit,  many  will  grow  other  fruits  and  desire  to  find 
a home  market  for  cherries,  plums,  pears  and  small 
fruits  as  well  as  for  their  vegetables.  There  is  now  a 
cannery  at  work  and  successfully  operated  at  Salem,  also 
a large  evaporator  that  buys  green  fruits  to  cure  them. 
It  is  now  possible  for  a man  to  set  out  ten  acres  of  orchard 
and  grow  garden  vegetables  between  the  trees,  and  find  a 
market  for  them  at  the  cannery  at  paying  prices.  This 
fact  renders  fruit  farming  easier  to  a man  of  small  means. 
Many  reason  that  if  they  are  to  plant  trees  and  receive 
no  returns  comparatively  for  four  years,  they  cannot 
afford  to  make  the  venture.  Now  they  can  grow 
vegetables  in  the  young  orchard  and  find  a sure  market 
at  the  cannery  for  all  they  grow.  It  is  no  detriment  to 
the  trees  to  grow  vegetable*  among  them,  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  these  will  benefit  the  trees.-  Before  this  time  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  do  this,  but  the  cannery  finds  its 
market  far  and  wide  and  is  not  afraid  to  manufacture  its 
goods  to  any  extent. 

The  present  season  they  pay  five  cents  a pound  for 
cherries,  which  is  a good  paying  price.  To  pick  cherries 
for  shipment  is  costly.  It  is  necessary  to  pick  them 
exactly  when  ripe  and  as  they  ripen.  There  will  be  one 
ripe  and  one  green  cherry  on  the  same  stem,  and  to  sepa- 
rate them  is  slow  work.  If  you  pick  for  a cannery  they 
can  all  ripen  and  he  picked  far  easier  and  much  faster. 
Then  the  expense  of  boxing  is  a cent  and  a half  a pound 
so  that  selling  cherries  loose  to  a cannery  for  five  cents  a 
a pound  is  as  good  or  better  than  receiving  seven  cents  a 
pound  for  the  boxed  fruit.  Similar  arguments  prevail 
with  respect  to  most  fruits,  and  the  grower  is  saved  much 
trouble  if  he  can  sell  his  fruit  loose. 

THE  FRUIT  INDUSTRY. 

The  intending  fruit  grower  will  be  glad  of  reliable 
information  concerning  that  industry,  so  we  will  briefly 
consider  the  subject,  giving  reliable  information.  The 
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writer  of  this  is  interested  personally  in  this  branch  of 
horticulture  and  has  had  all  to  learn  by  experience  and 
no  reliable  information  to  start  on.  Sixteen  years  ago  he 
commenced  planting  fruit  trees,  and  now  has  50  acres  of 
orchard,  consisting  of  one-half  of  prunes,  several  hundred 
c cherry  trees,  1000  peach  trees,  2000  pear  trees,  1000  plum 
trees.  He  states  these  facts  to  let  his  readers  see  that  his 
experience  is  not  limited. 

PRUNE  CULTIVATION. 

There  are  well  understood  varieties  of  fruit  that  are 
marketable  and  desirable.  Prune  growing  will  be  a 
leading  feature  of  orchard  work,  and  time  has  shown  us 
that  the  Italian  is  the  most  desirable  prune  to  grow,  and 
the  Petite  d’Angen,  or  French  prune,  is  the  most  prolific 
bearer.  The  writer  grows  five  varieties,  but  if  to  plant 
again  would  confine  himself  to  these  two  kinds.  Strange 
to  say,  these  two  varieties  are  the  most  hardy  trees  and 
the  mosi  regular  bearers,  while  other  kinds  are  very 
tender  trees  and  the  fruit  is  not  so  valuable  or  so  prolific. 

California  grows  almost  exclusively  the  French  prune, 
which  is  small,  rather  sweet,  and  lacking  m flavor.  It 
bears  largely,  and  6,000  pounds  of  cured  prunes  have 
been  made  off’  a single  acre.  These  sold  for  seven  cents 
a pound,  or  $420  an  acre.  The  Italian  is  dark  fruit, 
rather  large  size,  cures  easily  and  well,  is  of  a delicate 
and  tart  flavor,  and  though  not  as  prolific  as  the  Petite 
d’Angen,  yields  well  and  sells  for  one-third  more  money. 
The  popularity  of  these  fruits,  the  hardiness  of  their 
trees,  and  the  reliability  of  their  production,  render  them 
far  preferable  to  any  other  varieties  in  general  use. 

There  are  standard  varieties  of  pears,  peaches,  cherries 
etc.  so  well  understood  that  the  new  beginner  need  have 
no  fears.  He  can  plant  with  certainty  and  gather  with 
equal  certainty, and  fruit-growing  seems  likely  to  become 
a reliable  business. 

The  first  question  asked  is : How  long  before  a tree 
will  bear?  It  is  safe  to  say  that  if  a tree  is  in  good 
condition,  well  planted  and  cared  for,  it  will  yield  a 
paying  crop  the  fourth  year  in  the  orchard.  A good  two 
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year  old  tree  is  to  be  preferred.  During  the  time  the 
tree  is  not  bearing,  vegetables  can  be  grown  among  them 
and  pay  the  expense  of  a family. 

THOROUGH  WORK  NECESSARY. 

A matter  of  importance  is  to  see  that  land  not  naturally 
drained  is  so  drained  as  to  realize  the  advantage  derived 
from  deep  laid  tiles.  Many  decline  to  believe  that  hill 
land  needs  to  be  drained,  but  any  clay  subsoil  will  be 
immensely  improved  by  being  well  drained.  Draining 
land  keeps  it  cool  and  moist  in  summer,  and  also  makes 
it  warm  and  dry  in  winter.  It  warms  soils  that  are  cold 
so  that  they  keep  off’  frost.  It  is  insurance  against  heat 
and  cold,  against  wet  and  drought.  Land  well  drained 
is  said  to  pay  for  itself  with  every  good  crop  grown.  The 
expense  of  draining  is  repaid  with  every  crop  raised 
after  the  effect  of  the  drainage  is  really  felt.  An  orchard 
not  drained  that  needs  it,  suffers  constant  loss  because  it 
lacks  that  benefit.  Tins  is  not  a treatise  on  farming  in 
general,  and  we  dwell  on  this  topic  only  transiently  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  and 
are  intending  to  come  to  Oregon  for  the  purpose  of  grow- 
ing fruit. 

While  on  this  topic,  let  us  advise  the  Eastern  reader 
that  slovenly  work  never  produces  good  fruit.  The  fruit 
grower  should  be  a careful  student  of  the  laws  of  Nature 
governing  horticulture,  and  a constant  observer  of 
the  processes  by  which  Nature  develops  delicious 
fruits  for  a blessing  to  humanity.  Constant  stud)7  and 
persistent  labor  are  the  means  by  which  only  he  can 
succeed.  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  success  in  this 
calling,  and  if  industry  and  good  management  are 
bestowed  on  the  work,  the  result  is  morally  certain,1 ‘and 
not  otherwise.  It  may  be  set  down  as  a fact  that  not 
one-fourth  of  the  orchards  planted  have  achieved  a suc- 
cessful result  and  pay  good  dividends.  The  greater 
proportion  fail  from  neglect  and  accomplish  no  good. 
The  orchardist  has  to  encounter  a great  many  obstacles 
in  his  path.  There  are  natural  pests,  worms  and  insects, 
that  devastate  and  destroy;  a fungus  that  affects  apples 
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and  pears;  the  apple  aphis  that  paralyzes  effort;  the 
codlin  moth  that  breeds  the  apple  worm;  the  borer  moth 
that  devours  the  life  of  peach  and  plum,  and  the  wooly 
aphis  that  is  formidable.  These  and  other  pests  annoy 
and  discourage  man’s  efforts,  and  nutralize  his  labors. 
Neglect  will  aid  them  in  their  destructive  careers,  but 
lively  efforts  will  destroy  them  instead.  Perseverance 
and  intelligent  effort  enable  the  man  who  has  the 
necessary  force  of  mind  and  will  to  overcome  all  obstacles 
and  the  rewards  of  horticulture  are  certain  and  lai^e. 

A FEW  FACTS  STATED. 

It  is  not  well  to  be  over  sanguine,  but  a good  orchard, 
of  the  best  varieties  of  fruit,  well  handled  and  well  dis- 
posed of,  should  repay  the  owner  who  “stays  with  it”  two 
hundred  dollars  an  acre  every  prosperous  year.  It  seems 
to  be  a formidable  undertaking  to  wage  war  against  so 
many  pests  and  obstacles,  but  courage  will  win  and 
lively  effort  must  succeed.  There  is  no  occupation  more 
agreeable,  more  pleasant  to  follow,  more  healthful  and, 
when  well  done,  more  lucrative,  than  that  of  the 
orebardist  in  Oregon. 

Let  us  look  at  the  matter  from  the  standpoint  of 
experience  and  recite  what  has  happened  in  an 
orchard  near  ISalem  the  present  season.  The  winter  of 
1889-’90  was  very  stormy  and  knew  unusual  vicissitudes. 
No  work  was  done  until  spring  opened  and  then  fifty 
or  more  acres  and  ten  thousand  trees  needed  attention. 
Pruning  was  done,  every  tree  was  examined  for  the  borer 
and,  where  it  was  found,  it  was  dug  out  from  its  bed  in 
the  roots.  Afterwards  every  peach  and  plum  was  carefulv 
painted  with  a mixture  obnoxious  to  the  miller  that  lays 
the  egg.  This  was  a slow  process  applied  to  seven 
thousand  trees.  Then  every  tree,  at  a later  time,  was 
carefully  dug  about  to  kill  the  weeds  and  clean  the  soil. 
Three  times  the  pears  were  well  sprayed  to  keep  off  the 
codlin  moth.  All  this  time  the  teams  were  running 
plows,  cultivators  and  harrows,  and  six  times  during  the 
spring  and  early  summer  has  this  orchard  been  some 
way  cultivated.  This  occupied  six  to  eight  men  three 
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months,  and  you  may  think  was  expensive.  We  must 
not  forget  to  recite  how,  for  weeks,  at  an  expense  of  over 
$100,  men  went  carefully  from  tree  to  tree  plucking  off 
the  surplus  fruit  and  only  leaving  on  each  tree  as  much 
as  it  could  comfortably  carry  and  hold  its  own. 

All  this  was  done  at  a cost  of  not  less  than  $750,  before 
the  fruit  season  opened.  Go  now  through  that  orchard 
and  you  will  see  * clean  earth  and  trees  with  large  and 
beautiful  fruit.  It  is  not  too  much  to  place  the  product 
at  a Value  of  $6,000  when  cured.  The  owner  has  cherries 
pears,  plums  and  peaches — 4000  trees  in  all — that  he 
depends  on  to  furnish  green  fruit  to  ship  abroad  to  raise 
money  to  carry  on  the  operations,  and  expects  to  make 
75,000  pounds  of  cured  prunes  to  pack.  ITe  estimates 
that  in  time,  when  his  orchard  is  all  in  good  bearing, 
this  green  fruit  will  meet  all  the  current  expenses,  and 
that  he  will  have  100,000  pounds  of  choice  cured  prunes 
remaining  for  his  profit — worth  from  $6,000  to  $8,000  per 
annum.  The  results  of  recent  years  justify  this  calcula- 
tion. 

We  do  not  assert  that  all  can  realize  such  results,  but 
we  do  say  that  good  management  and  proper  effort 
should  come  near  it.  There  are  questions  of  location  to 
be  met,  and  various  considerations  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion of  success  or  failure,  and  only  those  who  manage 
well  and  labor  persistently  and  intelligently  can  expect 
to  succeed.  The  fruit  grower  dwells  close  to  nature,  and 
mingles  constantly  with  nature’s  works.  If  he  can  bring 
success  out  of  his  labors  he  is  fortunate  indeed. 

Since  the  above  was  writen,  the  writer  has  closed  his 
season’s  work  and  knows,  at  present  high  prices,  a single 
acre  of  Italian  prunes  yielded  a marketable  product  worth 
$800.  At  half  the  present  prices,  prune  growing  will  pay 
largely. 

METROPOLITAN  ASPECTS. 

Salem  has,  within  three  years,  made  wonderful  growth 
but  in  no  sensational  way.  If  we  have  -greater  trade, 
more  stores,  extended  residence  streets  and  double  the 
former  pojndation,  it  is  simply  because  actual  prosperity 
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has  demanded  such  improvements.  Our  city  is  fast 
assuming  metropolitan  characteristics. 

For  a quarter  of  a century  Salem  has  possessed  water 
and  gas  works,  and  recently  has  added  electric  lights,  to 
make  night  as  bright  as  day.  Stand  at  night  on  the 
heights  south  of  town  and  the  gleam  of  electric  lamps, 
from  the  city  spread  below,  seems  like  a revelation  of' 
Fairy  Land.  The  streets  are  abundantly  lighted,  and  to 
the  eastward  other  electric  lights  reveal  the  location  of 
the  State  building — capitol,  asylum  grid  penitentiary. 

Electricity  not  only  lights  our  streets  but  conveys 
passengers  to  distant  suburbs.  We  have  street  railways, 
one  worked  by  electric  force,  and  its  success  induces  the- 
other  company  to  change  to  the  same  motive  power. 
Chicago  capitalists,  who  appreciate  the  promise  of  our 
city,  are  investing  in  its  street  railways,  and  propose  to> 
develop  city  and  suburbs  by  a complete  railway  service. 

A GLIMPSE  AT  THE  FUTURE. 

Judging  by  the  past,  Oregon  is  to  assume  great 
proportions.  She  possesses  all  advantages  of  transporta- 
tion by  sea  and  land;  her  soil  has  no  superior  on  the  face- 
of  the  earth;  commerce  and  manufactures,  agriculture 
and  the  mechanic  arts,  must  thrive  here  and  make  our 
State  great,  powerful  and  wealthy  beyond  the  ordinary 
reach  of  human  success.  If  there  is  an  element  of  power 
lacking,  it  will  be  hard  to  find.  Iron  and  coal,  forests, 
and  mines  of  lead,  copper,  and  gold  and  silver,  wait 
development.  “Comparisons  are  odious,”  says  the  old 
maxim,  but  we  can  afford  to  make  comparisons  that  may 
be  odious  to  others,  but  are  only  truth  and  reliable  fact 
in  regard  to  our  own  State. 

UNDER  HIGH  PRESSURE. 

Washington  possesses  no  single  advantage  Oregon  does 
not  enjoy,  save  that  great  corporations  are  owners  of  her 
soil,  and  use  all  the  means  that  wealth  and  power  afford 
to  develop  her  resources.  No  such  vast  corporate  power 
is  interested  in  developing  our  State.  Our  forests  wait 
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for  capital  and  enterprise;  our  coal  mines  are  slumbering 
still;  our  iron  ores  are  hardly  discovered  yet;  but  we 
possess  all  the  native  wealth  Washington  can  claim. 
The  future  will  see  a reaction,  and  the  wealth  of  Oregon 
will  become  a source  of  wonder  to  the  world. 

Puget  Sound  will  possess  no  advantage  over  the  great 
'Columbia  river,  when  that  river  shall  be  made  available 
to  commerce  by  government  work  now  in  progress.  In 
due  time  the  Columbia  and  its  tributaries  will  be  open 
to  navigation,  and  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  all 
the  products  of  the  interior  must  come  by  this  route  to 
the  ocean.  Oregon  is  like  a sleeping  giant ; when  she 
awakes  to  recognize  her  native  power,  she  will  have  no 
superior. 

PRECIOUS  METALS. 

Only  now  has  a beginning  been  made  in  mining  for 
gold  successfully  in  the  Cascade  ranges.  It  is  lately 
shown  that  immense  wealth  awaits  man’s  efforts  on  the 
waters  of  the  Santiam  and  elsewhere  along  this  great 
range,  and  Oregon  will  have  a harvest  to  reap  for  all 
time  to  develop  her  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  lead  and 
copper,  coal  and  iron.  The  future  has  unlimited  wealth 
to  bestow  on  enterprise,  and  Oregon  will  in  time  equal 
if  not  eclipse  all  that  nature  has  given  to  her  neighbor 
Washington. 

THE  STATE  CAPITAL. 

Can  any  one  doubt  that  when  the  future — and  the 
near  future,  too  — shall  bring  this  development  and 
prosperity  to  Oregon,  her  Capital  City  will  reflect  the 
general  prosperity  to  the  fullest  degree,  and  stand  forth 
as  a living  example  of  all  the  greatness  and  success 
Oregon  must  attain? 
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Frank  M.  Pixley,  of  the’San  Francisco,  (California) 
Argonaut,  writes  as  follows: 

Oregon  lies  to  the  north  of  California,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  and  by  the  Coast  range  that 
runs  parallel  to  the  Ocean’s  shore,  and  like  our  hills  and 
valleys,  is  covered  with  the  same  grasses,  and  similar 
forests.  Our  eastern  boundary,  the  Sierra,  extends  north- 
ward, under  a different  name,  to  the  Columbia — which 
is  Oregon’s  northern  Foundry  — clad  with  primeval 
forests  that  in  some  respects  challenge  rivalry  with  ours ; 
these  mountains  abound  in  rich  mines  of  gold,  silver  and 
less  precious  metals.  Oregon  has  for  its  southern 
boundary,  separating  the  State  from  California,  the 
Siskiyou  range  of  mountains,  practically  impassible.  A 
stage  route  has  carried  passengers  over  its  snow-clad 
heights  in  summer,  but  the  productions  of  Oregon  found 
no  market  in  California,  and  there  was  less  of  intercourse 
between  the  people  of  California  and  Oregon  than 
between  any  other  States  of  the  American  union ; we 
knew  less  of  Oregonians  and  they  knew  less  of  us  than 
of  the  people  of  any  other  state.  The  object  of  our  visit 
was  to  accompany  Mr.  Charles  Crocker,  and  his  object 
was  to  drive  the  golden  spike  that  should  link  our  States 
in  golden  bonds  of  social  union  and  in  still  stronger 
bands  of  commercial  intercourse,  for  Mr.  Crocker  and 
his  associates  have  broken  down  the  barriers  of  the 
Sikivou,  have  clambered  its  precipitous  sides,  have  dug 
through  its  spurs,  leaped  its  gorges,  and  canyons,  pierced 
its  rock-ribbed  sides  with  a tunnel,  and  in  the  heart  of 
the  great  mountain  the  cars  wend  up  their  circular  stair- 
way till  they  look  forth  upon  the  beautiful  valleys  of 
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the  newly  discovered  State.  As  we  entered  the  tunnel 
we  look  backward  and  down  the  winding  valley  of  our 
beautiful  Sacramento.  Had  Moses  been  permitted  to 
occupy  the  heights  of  Siskiyou  instead  of  those  of  Pisgah 
his  eyes  would  have  been  gladdened  by  over-looking  two 
promised  lands,  both  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  both 
burdened  with  corn  and  wine.  In  its  climatic  conditions 
Oregon  is  unlike  California  ; it  is  the  border  land  where 
the  four  seasons  meet  the  two  ; where  summer,  fall  and 
autumn  and  winter,  with  their  frosts  and  snows,  their 
falling  leaves,  their  buds  and  blossoms,  their  April 
showers  and  summer  rains,  meet  the  realm  where  it 
rains  only  in  winter  and  is  dry  in  summer;  where  the 
beautiful  meadows  in  eternal  verdure,  and  forests  ever 
green  fade  to  great  arid  valleys,  looking  sear  and  brown, 
and  desolate  in  their  summer  undress. 

Oregon  is  more  beautiful  than  California.  Its  valleys 
of  Rogue  river,  the  Umpqua  and  the  Willamette,  through 
which  we  pass,  are  all  fertile  and  productive;  their  soil 
equals,  if  it  does  not  excel,  the  average  richness  of  our 
State.  Oregon  produces  apples  superior  to  any  that 
come  to  our  market.  They  are  hard,  crisp,  luscious  and 
juicy.  Plums,  pears,  prunes,  potatoes,  roots  of  all  kinds, 
grains  of  all  the  coarser  varieties,  onions  and  other 
vegetables  were  presented  at  several  of  the  villages 
through  which  we  passed.  We  saw  most  excellent  and 
well  eared  corn.  Oregon  ought  to  be,  and  we  believe 
is,  a first-class  dairy  State.  It  is  a country  of  grass  from 
the  bed  of  its  streams  to  the  summit  of  its  hills;  of  rich, 
nutritious  grasses,  with  strong  sod,  that  never  die  down 
under  the  burning  suns;  grasses  that  must  be  cut,  dried, 
turned  to  hay,  and  covered  from  rain  to  carry  the  milking 
stock  through  the  winter.  The  grasses  of  Oregon  are 
like  those  of  New  York — timothy,  redtop,  herd  grass  and 
clover ; and  by  'reason  of  the  frequent  rains,  crops  of 
great  abundance  are  produced.  We  can  imagine  no 
better  country  for  the  production  of  stall  fed  beef,  as  hay 
oats,  grains  and  cattle  feeds  of  all  kinds  are  cheap  and 
abundant. 

The  Willamette  is  navigable  for  one  hundred  and 
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twenty -six  miles  through  its  broad  fertile  valley.  Oregon 
is  a great  State,  and  with  great  resources,  and  destined  to 
become  the  home  of  a great  people.  It  cannot  compete 
with  California  in  the  production  of  many  varieties  of 
the  more  tropical  fruits,  but  of  the  colder  belt  it  has 
some  advantages  over  our  State,  for  cold,  frost  and  snow 
are  not  without  their  uses.  So  far  as  we  have  been  able 
to  learn,  there  are  no  codling  moths  or  borers  in  their 
apple  trees,  no  scales,  no  phyloxera  at  the  roots  of  their 
vines,  no  fruit  pests  of  any  kind,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
of  the  capacity  and  adaptability  of  Oregon  soils  and 
climate  to  produce  the  most  excellent  wines,  and  with 
less  alcohol  than  the  average  wines  of  California,  for 
Oregon  is  not  as  far  north  as  the  vine-growing  b£lt  of 
the  Rhine.  We  have  no  doubt,  either,  that  the  State  will 
produce  the  olive,  for  the  olive  is  a hardy  tree,  and  its 
production  of  fruit  and  oil  makes  it  the  most  profitable 
of  the  many  trees  that  are  furnished  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  human  family.  It  is  well  worth  the 
Oregan  farmer’s  while  to  experiment  with  all  the  nut 
bearing  trees.  No  agriculturist  can  live  more  profitably 
for  his  children  than  by  planting  trees  for  their  benefit, 
and  if  the  boys  of  Oregon’s  begetting  shall  be  as  fond  of 
gathering  nuts  in  the  fall  season  as  were  we,  they  will 
prove  grateful  to  anyone  who  will  provide  for  them  the 
walnut,  beech,  hickory,  chestnut,  butternut  and  pecan. 
Oregon  is  raising  its  boys  and  girls  barefoot,  and  no 
American  boy  or  girl  amounts  to  much  who  has  not 
gone  barefooted  in  youth.  So  far,  the  American  has  not 
been  an  over-whelming  success  who  has  not  been  either 
born  or  reared  upon  a farm,  or  from  whose  father,  or 
mother,  or  both,  have  not  been  inherited  the  virtues  that 
associate  themselves  with  the  country  life.  To  us  there 
are  inexpressable  charms  in  what  we  saw  above  our 
northern  border  to  the  man  of  humble  life  who  looks 
forward  to  the  career  of  working  farmer,  to  the  man  of 
less  generous  means  who  depends  upon  his  labor  for  his 
daily  bread,  and  who  contents  himself  among  green 
elms  in  cottage  home  to  seek  for  the  rest  that  is  found  in 
a life  of  content  and  peaceful  toil,  Oregon  will  always 
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prove  an  attractive  and  safe  home;  to  the  man  of  limited 
means  who  has  no  other  source  of  support  than  from  his 
own  health  and  strength,  his  own  brawn  and  muscles,  and 
who  determines  to  drag  from  the  soil  and  mine,  forest 
and  quarry,  the  promised  gifts  that  will  support  wife  and 
little  ones,  and  _ give  the  wife  comfort  in  age,  and 
children  the  opportunity  of  an  education  to  fit  them  for 
the  battle  and  contest  for  bread,  Oregon  offers  many 
attractions.  Oregon  is  a safer  country  in  which  to  farm 
than  California,  for  disguise  it  as  we  may,  though  Paul 
may  plant,  and  Appolos  may  water,  it  is  gambling  with 
God  whether  or  not  he  gives  the  increase.” 


VIOLENT  CONTRASTS  IN  CLIMATE. 


[From  an  editorial  in  the  Oregonian,  of  March,  1S90,  the  leading  Daily  o;  the  Northwest,! 


“Portland  is  in  about  the  same  latitute  as  Montreal. 
New  York  City  is  nearly  four  hundred  miles  south  of 
Montreal,  hut  last  week  New  York  was  visited  by  a snow 
storm  so  violent  as  to  completely  paralyze  the  commercial, 
civil  and  social  life  of  that  great  city  for  two  days.  The 
stock  and  produce  exchange  did  no  business ; the  banks 
were  nominally  open,  but  had  no  customers  ; the  theaters 
were  closed;  the  courts  adjourned  in  consequence  of  this 
unexpected  “act  of  God;”  the  women  were  house  bound, 
the  mail,  telegraph,  railroad  and  telephone  service  was 
completely  demoralized;  the  ferries  stopped  running; 
East  river  was  crossed  on  the  ice  from  New  York  to 
Brooklyn  by  over  2,000  people,  an  event  that  has  not 
taken  place  but  once  before  since  1861.  Communication 
between  New  York  and  the  outside  world  was  practically 
suspended.  No  trains  came  into  New  York  over  any 
road  for  twenty -four  hours, and  no  less  than  thirty  trains 
were  stalled  on  the  Central  & Hudson  alone ; the  snow 
plows  were  of  no  avail  and  the  trains  had  to  be  dug  out 
by  hand. 

Altogether  hundreds  of  trains  were  blocked  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  city.  Milk  men,  news  dealers,  coal 
peddlers  were  few,  and  those  who  kept  their  feet  reaped 
a harvest  in  big  prices.  Newspapers  sold  for  thrice  their 
regular  price.  The  price  of  coal  rose  from  13  to  18  cents 
a pail  in  a few  hours  and  even  at  this  price  only  the 
regular  customers  of  the  grocers  were  supplied,  and  snow 
shovelers  easily  commanded  $1.50  a day  for  service  that 
seldom  commands  more  than  90  cents. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  no  place  on  this  continent 
is  better  prepared  with  surplus  labor  and  all  the  mechan- 
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ical  appliances  necessary  to  encounter  and  successfully 
resist  a great  storm,  the  violence  of  this  Eastern  blizzard 
that  successfully  paralyzed  all  the  various,  vast,  incessant, 
•crowding  activities  of  this  great  city’s  life  can  be  better 
imagined  than  described.  This  storm  extended  to 
Philadelphia  and  Washington,  and  was  a most  costly 
•calamity.  The  direct  and  indirect  losses  of  New  York 
City  are  estimated  at  $7,000,000  and  the  loss  to  the  State 
at  nearly  $20,000,000.  And  yet  this  terrific  storm  that 
swept  the  Atlantic  sea-board  from  Portland,  Maine,  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  did  its  worst  work  in  the  latitude  of 
New  York  City,  nearly  four  hundred  miles  south  of  the 
latitude  of  Portland,  Oregon. 

Now,  what  was  the  situation  of  Portland,  Oregon,  when 
the  metropolis  of  the  nation  was  fairly  swamped  by  a 
storm?  Why,  the  sun  was  shining  brightly,  and  under  its 
beams  spring  was  marching  witn  the  elastic  step  of  the 
winged  Mercury.  To  find  snow  in  sight  we  had  to  turn 
our  eyes  to  the  lofty  peaks  of  Hood,  St.  Helen  and 
Adams.  The  wild  flowers  are  no  longer  in  a trance;  the 
““wake  robin”  is  waked  from  its  winter’s  sleep  and  its 
white  blossoms  are  full  blown  on  the  southern  exposure 
of  our  hillsides  and  valleys;  the  ruddy  buds  of  the  wild 
currant  are  bursting  into  scarlet  glory;  the  air  is  bland 
and  the  woods  are  full  of  the  balmy  breath  of  the  sweet 
scented,  swift-stepping  spring,  who  as  she  marches,  stoops 
to  gather  and  deck  her  bosom  with  the  “violets  dim  that 
■come  before  the  swallow  dares,  and  woo  the  winds  of 
March  with  beauty.” 

That  was  the  situation  of  Portland  when  New  York 
was  helplessly  snowbound.  Surely,  when  we  read  of 
blizzards  in  Dakota,  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  in  which 
school  children  perish  on  the  way  from  school,  when  we 
read  of  the  Atlantic  coast  as  far  south  as  Washington 
blocked  in  business  and  fairly  buried  in  snow;  when  we 
read  of  summer  cyclones  and  tornadoes  that,  in  the 
Middle  West  and  Southwest,  uproot  trees,  upset  houses, 
unhorse  men,  whirl  them  into  the  air,  until  they  literally 
ride  the  blast.  When  we  read  all  this,  does  it  not  become 
ns  to  grow  thankful  that  our  climatic  lines  are  fallen  in 


Salem  has  Free  Public  Schools. 


25 


more  pleasant  places,  in  a land  where  we  have  a cloudless 
clime  and  a starry  sky  from  May  until  December,  where 
the  winter  is  but  sunshine  battling  with  a “Scotch  mist,” 
and  the  spectators  are  able  to  view  the  fight  from  Decem- 
ber to  March  clad  in  the  light  armor  of  a spring  overcoat 
and  gum  boots,  and  are  seldom  driven  to  take  refnge  in 
the  bomb  proof  of  a big  umbrella  against  the  light 
rattling  shot  of  rain  that  falls  from  the  water  tower  of 
heaven. 

The  Pacific  coast  is  not  a paradise  but  its  climate,  year 
round,  is  “Araby  the  blest,”  compared  with  that  of 
Dakota,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Iowa  or 
the  Atlantic  seaboard.  An  immigrant  can  come  to  the 
Pacific  coast  confident  that  he  never  will  be  obliged  to 
imitate  thfe  would-be  settler  in  Colorado,  who,  in  times  of 
deprivation  and  struggle,  wrote  his  history  on  a board 
and  set  it  up  on  a trail  as  a warning  to  others  coming- 
after  him : “ Toughed  it  out  here  two  years.  Result : 

Stock  on  hand,  five  tow-heads  and  seven  yallar  dogs; 
250  feet  down  to  water;  50  miles  to  wood  and  grass;  Plell 
all  around.  God  bless  our  home.”  Let  Oregon  then 
take  courage  and  thank  God  for  her  climate. 


SALEM  VS,  LOS  ANGELES,  SEATTLE  OR  TACOMA, 

Salem  is  the  capital  city  of  a State,  neither  of  the  other 
places  are.  Salem  contains  all  of  the  State’s  institutions, 
neither  of  the  other  places  do.  Salem  has  splendid  water 
power,  neither  of  the  other  places  have  any.  Salem  has 
magnificent  farming  country  of  beautiful  undulating- 
prairie  with  rich  soil  and  interspersed  with  little  groves 
of  timber  stretching  away  for  thirty  miles  in  every 
direction,  which  is  well  watered  by  numerous  springs  and 
sparkling  streams  filled  with  mountain  trout.  Within 
from  three  to  six  miles  of  Salem  good  improved  farms 
can  be  bought  at  prices  ranging  from  $20  to  $60  an  acre. 
Oregon,  as  shown  by  the  United  States  census  report,  is 
the  healthiest  state  in  the  Union.  Salem  is  located  in 
the  most  healthful  part  of  the  State,  where  the  mountain 
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air  and  the  invigorating  ocean  breeze  daily  mingle  with 
the  odor  of  the  fir,  bringing  health,  new  life  and  new 
energy  to  all.  Salem  is  located  upon  the  S.  P.  R.  R., 
which  is  a transcontinental  line  and,  and  has  good  pros- 
pect of  at  least  two  other  railroads.  It  is  located  upon 
one  of  the  noblest  of  rivers,  the  beautiful  Willamette, 
whose  steamers  daily  carry  our  produce  to  the  best  of 
markets,  afford  low  rates  of  transportotion,  and  render 
us  permanently  free  from  exorbitant  charges  of  railroad 
monopolies. 

The  ocean  breeze,  which  is  so  refreshing  and  invigora- 
ting each  afternoon  at  Salem,  is  shorn  of  its  harshness  as 
it  crosses  the  Coast  range  of  mountains  before  reaching 
Salem  and  the  Willamette  valley. 

Now,  on  the  contrary,  how  is  it  at  the  other  places 
above-named?  Neither  Los  Angeles,  Seattle  or  Tacoma, 
have  over  one-tenth  as  much  farming  lands  adjacent  and 
tributary  to  them  as  Salem  has,  and  good  improved 
farming  lands  within  from  three  to  six  miles  of  either 
place  cannot  be  bought  at  less  than  from  $300  to  $1000 
and  upward  per  acre,  which  places  it  practically  beyond 
the  reach  of  men  of  moderate  means  and  gives  no  prom- 
ise of  reward  to  the  investor. 

Salem  is  the  most  beautiful  of  the  four  places  and 
considered  the  year  through,  possesses  the  best  and  most 
equitable  climate  having  neither  the  harsh  salt  winds  and 
dense  fogs  of  Puget  Sound,  nor  the  hot,  dry,  dusty 
weather  of  ill  drained  Los  Angeles.  No  irrigation  is 
required  in  the  Willamette  valley. 

Now  the  question  arises, why  do  these  high  prices  prevail 
in  the  vicinity  of  Seattle,  Tacoma,  and  Los  Angeles,  and 
why  is  city  property  even  proportionately  higher? 
Simply  from  the  fact  that  those  places  have  been  made 
known  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been 
boomed  by  railroads,  and  men  have  made  immense 
fortunes  at  each  place,  but  it  must  not  be  inferred  from 
this  that  those  places  possess  no  advantages,  as  we  believe 
that  all  three  possess  merits  and  will  each  become  a city, 
but  we  claim  and  can  substantiate  the  fact  that  Salem 
possesses  more  and  greater  advantages  than  any  one  of  the 
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others,  but  our  wonderful  valley  has  been  isolated  until 
lately,  and  has  never  been  advertised  until  now,  and  the 
boom  is  just  commencing.  Salem  to-day  is  where  Los 
Angeles,  Seattle  and  Tacoma  were  about  eight  years  ago, 
with  as  above  stated,  far  greater  advantages  than  either 
of  them  and  the  man  who  invests  soon  will  reap  a rich 
reward. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  farmers  of  this  valley  have  no  fears  of  potato-bugs, 
grasshoppers  and  other  pests  which  have  been  found  so 
destructive  in  many  of  the  Eastern  States.  Cold  weather 
is  practically  unknown,  and  our  warmest  summer  day's 
are  invariably  followed  by  cool  and  refreshing  nights. 
In  climate,  in  scenery,  and  in  natural  resources  of  every 
kind  we  believe  that  this  valley  is  excelled  by  no  other 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  in  the  opportunities 
which  it  offers  to  the  man  of  moderate  means  it  is  a 
region  favored  above  all  others.  We  cordially  extend 
to  our  Eastern  friends  an  invitation  to  at  least  visit  us 
and  test  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  what  is  here  stated. 
We  have  immense  bodies  of  splendid  timber  on  each  side 
the  valley  and  numerous  undeveloped  water  powers. 
We  need  mills,  factories  and  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  every  kind  to  which  we  will  give  a friendly 
welcome  and  generous  patronage. 


SEVEN  REASONS 


WHY 

HOME  SEEKERS  IN  THE  NORTHWEST 

SHOULD  VISIT 

SALEM,  OREGON, 

Before  Deciding  on  a Location  for  Life. 


FIRST  reason. 

Salem  and  the  country  surrounding  differ  in  general  character- 
istics from  any  other  region  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Eastern  Oregon 
and  Washington  are  fine  pastoral  and  grain  producing  regions. 
Coal  and  lumber  abound  along  the  coast  and  in  the  mountains  of 
both  States.  Puget  Sound  is  the  finest  ship  harbor  in  the  world. 
Southern  Oregon  and  California  have  their  special  advantages. 
But  all  these  differ  radically  from  the  region  in  which  Salem  is 
situated.  Immigrants  who  are  not  pleased  with  any  of  the 
regions  named,  may  find  what  they  want  in  the  Willamette 
Valley,  at  least  it  is  true  that  no  one  fs  prepared  to  give  to  friends 
in  the  East  a fair  report  of  the  coast  who  has  failed  to  vi^it  at  his 
leisure  the  central  Willamette  Valley. 

SECOND  REASOfi. 

Salem  is  situated  in  the  center  of  a fine  farming,  gardening  and 
fruit-producing  region,  at  the  widest  point  in  the  Willamette  Val- 
ley. The  Willamette  river,  gives  her  water  transportation  by  way 
of  Portland  to  the  sea,  and,  consequently,  cheaper  freights  than 
many  inland  towns.  Portland  is  only  fifty  miles  distant. 
Trains  arrive  and  depart  at  convenient  hours,  and  citizens  of  the 
place  can  take  breakfast  and  supper  at  home  and  spend  at  auy 
time  a business  day  in  the  metropolis.  They  can  also  reach  by 
rail  pleasant  sea-side  and  mountain  resorts.  In  short,  Salem’s 
location  is  most  favorable,  whether  regarded  from  the  stand-point 
of  the  family  seeking  a home  or  the  business  man  seeking  employ- 
ment for  talent  and  capital. 
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THIRD  REASON- 

Some  places  have  soil  without  climate,  some  have  climate 
without  soil,  some  have  neither  soil  nor  climate  worth  boasting 
of.  Salem  has  both  of  these  great  essentials  to  a prosperous 
future.  Some  of  her  fields  have  been  in  cultivation  steadily  for 
forty  years,  and  yet  areas  product! veas  at  the  beginning.  Irriga- 
tion is  not  required  and  all  fruits,  grains  and  vegetables  common 
to  the  temperate  zone  are  produced  in  abundance  with  ordinary 
care  and  labor.  Fresh  water  is  abundant  in  springs  and  flowing 
streams.  Breezes  from  the  sea  temperate  the  atmosphere  in 
winter  and  purify  it  in  summer.  At  all  times  the  eye  is  cheered 
with  the  sight  of  green  hills.  There  are  no  extremes  of  cold  in 
winter  or  heat  in  summer.  Snows  are  slight.  Cyclones,  blizzards 
and  severe  thunder  storms  are  unknown.  Wealth  is  in  the  soil 
and  health  in  the  air. 

FOURTH  REASON-  , 

Prices  of  real  estate  in  city  and  country  are  moderate.  Salem 
has  never  had  a “boom,”  though  she  has  had  a steady  and 
healthy  growth.  Universal  testimony  goes  to  show  that  no 
other  region  on  the  coast  with  equal  advantages  offers  all  kinds 
of  real  estate  so  cheaply.  Large  farms  near  the  city  are  being 
divided  and  sold  to  home  seekers  in  lots  to  suit,  and  many 
orchards  and  small-fruit  gardens  are  being  planted.  Prices  are 
steadily  advancing,  and  much  land  has  changed  hands  a number 
of  times  within  two  years.  But  there  is  such  a scope  of  country 
about  the  city,  and  lands  are  owned  by  so  many  original  holders, 
that  the  new  comers  does  not  find  himself  at  the  mercy  of 
speculators.  Homes  can  be  bought  on  time  and  at  moderate 
prices. 

FIFTH  reason. 

The  business  outlook  is  good.  No  one  wishes  to  settle  in  a 
place  without  a future.  Salem  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a region 
capable  of  raising  every  varity  of  “raw  material”  in  unlimited 
abundance.  With  fine  water  power  at  her  disposal,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  her  becoming  a manufacturing  center.  With 
ample  railway  and  water  transportation,  there  is  nothing  to 
hinder  her  products  in  reaching  the  markets  of  the  world.  She 
already  has  one  fine  woolen  mill,  two  flouring  mills  and  a large 
establishment  for  canning  and  drying  fruits  and  vegetables. 
There  are  also  iron  foundries  and  various  wood  working  establish- 
ments. Regular  business  houses  have  doubled  in  number  in  two 
years.  Population  has  increased  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  a year  for  three  years  past,  and  was  over  14,000  in  January, 
1882,  as  shown  by  the  school  census.  The  business  man  who  is 
looking  for  a location  should  visit  Salem  without  fail. 
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SIXTH  1REASOH. 

It  is  an  old  and  well  established  community.  The  immigrant 
who  comes  to  Salem  is  not  making  a wild  venture.  This  was  a 
prosperous  and  growing  town  in  t lie  old  slow  days  when  it 
required  months  to  reach  the  Pacific  Coast.  Its  growth  is  that 
of  the  oak,  not  the  mushroom.  It  is  the  capital  of  a State,  the 
head  town  of  a fine  county,  the  commercial,  social  and  political 
center  of  a magnificent  region.  Its  fine  river  is  now  spanned  by 
a bridge  of  steel ; it  has  broad  streets  well  shaded  and  improved  ; 
its  roads  lead  out  in  all  directions ; street  cars  operated  both  by 
horse  and  electric  power  affords  means  of  moving  from  place  to 
place.  All  the  State  and  county  institutions  are  here,  with 
buildings  planned  for  future  enlargement.  The  constitution  re- 
quires that  all  State  buildings  be  located  at  the  capital.  Combine 
this  with  her  natural  advantages,  and  Salem  will  appear  in  a 
most  favorable  light  to  anyone  seeking  a location. 

SHVEHTH  HEASOH- 

The  last  reason  is  not  the  least ; the  social,  moral  and  educa- 
tional advantages  of  the  place  are  up  to  the  times.  Methodists, 
Catholics,  and  Presbyterians  have  schools,  the  first  named,  Wil- 
lamette University,  being  the  oldest  institution  of  the  kind  in  the 
Northwest.  The  public  schools  are  well  provided,  and  improve- 
ments are  constantly  being  made.  Two  large  new  buildings  were 
erected  last  year.  All  denominations  have  organizations  and 
church  buildings.  Salem  has  long  been  called  the  city  of 
churches. 

The  place  is  spending  no  money  on  laudatory  advertising,  and 
and  does  not  care  for  the  advent  of  adventurers  with  boom 
schemes  and  methods.  But  to  honorable  capitalists  and  business 
men,  to  honest  and  industrious  home  seekers  of  every  grade,  she 
extends  a hearty  invitation.  No  one  will  hurt  you,  no  one  will 
cheat  you,  no  one  will  misuse  you  in  anyway.  But  many  will 
be  glad  to  show  you  around  and  let  you  see  for  yourself.  Buy 
your  ticket  for  Salem. 
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